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“Walk Raleigh is a simple, strategic way-finding system 
that helps people discover how easy it is to get around 

downtown Raleigh by walking”

Walking is key to experiencing urban places and promoting 
healthy lifestyles, yet downtown Raleigh is an auto-oriented 
place. Distances that are walkable in other cities are 
considered a car-ride away in Raleigh. Walk Raleigh is a 
simple, strategic way-finding system that helps people 
discover how easy it is to get around downtown Raleigh by 
walking. As our motto says, “it’s not too far.” 

Walk Raleigh signs denote how many minutes it takes to 
walk to prominent destinations in and around downtown 
Raleigh. The signs are located at three strategic 
intersections: near N.C. State University, at a major grocery 
store/retail hub, and in the heart of downtown’s business 
and commercial district. These intersections capture a range 
of demographics from young to old, and from students to 
professionals. The signs are fastened to existing light poles 
in a non-permanent, non-damaging and weather-proof 
fashion. A second layer of information is accessible to 
smartphone users. Scanning the QR code links the 
pedestrian directly to a pre-routed walking journey from the 
sign to the specific destination via Google Maps Walk. 

Matt Tomasulo initiated Walk Raleigh under his moniker 
CityFabric, as a response to ongoing discussions about 
Raleigh’s walkability. At its heart, CityFabric focuses on the 
importance of place through community-driven 
conversation/collaboration tools. The professionally 
fabricated signs were financed by sales of CityFabric’s 
successful civic-minded line of products and apparel.
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A group of enthusiastic friends (including local architect 
Nicole Alvarez, and UC-Berkley grad student Darryl Jones) 
helped plan, install, and document the project. The 
installation of 27 signs at 3 intersections occurred overnight 
in an hour. People who did not know we were behind the 
project, thought the signs were a project of the City of 
Raleigh due to their familiar graphic style and professional 
quality. By utilizing Facebook and Twitter, we cultivated 
support for the project. Our Facebook Page had almost 200 
likes after only a week of going live. These social media 
tools have made it incredibly easy for anyone to share the 
project. 

The project went live on January 14, 2012. Within 2 days we 
were contacted by the City of Raleigh, interested in making 
the signs a more permanent fixture in the downtown area. 
Other health and civic-minded NGO’s have also reached 
out, investigating grant opportunities to develop the idea 
further. We are very excited to meet with Raleigh’s Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Commission in March about developing this 
initiative further and making it a permanent part of our 
home, Raleigh, N.C.! 
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Purple and blue signs denote civic and commerical areas of interest.  Green signs denote public/civic open space. 
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