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History: Rearing of the African catfish started in the early seventies in Central and 

Western Africa. It suitability for aquaculture was apparent as it matures and is relatively 

easy to reproduce in captivity and it could be raised in high densities resulting in high 

yields. It is hardy and can tolerate adverse water quality conditions. In most countries it 

fetches a higher price than tilapia as it can be sold live at the market. Since the 1980’s it 

has become a globally cultured fish, found in countries such 

as!Brazil,!Vietnam!and!India.

Physiology: A large, eel-like fish, usually dark grey or black coloration on the back, 

fading to a white belly. The pectoral fins have spines.  These fish have slender bodies, a 

flat bony head and a broad mouth with four pairs of!barbels. Internally, they have a large, 

accessory breathing organ which allows them to gulp air.

Found throughout! Africa! and the! Middle East, these catfish live in 
freshwater! lakes,! rivers,! swamps, as well as human-made places, such 
as!oxidation ponds!or even urban sewage systems- which makes them great 
for aquaponics! Like many catfish it is nocturnal!and is able to crawl on dry 
ground and air breathe to escape drying pools. This allows it to survive in 
shallow mud for long periods of time, between rainy seasons. African catfish 
sometimes produce loud croaking sounds that sound like bird calls.

Diet:  It feeds  on living  as well as dead animal matter. Because of its wide mouth, it is 

able to swallow relatively large prey whole. It has  also been known to eat small birds 

and feeds on a large variety of agriculture by-products. In culture homemade feeds 

consisting of food waste and fish meal and general commercial pellets can be fed.

Growth Rate: Clarias gariepinus!has an average adult length of 1-1.5 meters and can 

weigh up to 29 kg. It grows fast and harvest at about 800g can be achieved within 

5-10 months.

Common Name(s): African catfish  

Species: Clarias gariepinus


