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THE ARTS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA ARE FLOURISHING, THANKS TO ARTISTS 
AND BENEFACTORS WHO CONTRIBUTE TO THE LOCAL ART SCENE. 

A rts and culture In our community 
is thriving due to local artists, 

leaders and nonprofit organlzatlons 
that donate their time and monies 
toward art, music, dance, science and 
drama. Supporting the arts also 
provides creative opportunities for 
children of all ages. Studies have 
shown that students enqaqed In the 
arts do better academically. United 
Arts of Central Florida ensures that 
Orange and Semlnole County pupils 
have a chance t o  experience the arts 
durlnq the school year. 

"The donors are people who are civic 
leaders and get what this community can 
be." explains UA President & CEO 
Margot H. Knight, "They get a warm and 
fuzzy feeling from knowing that they're 
contributing to a great quality of life. The 
donations don't get people's names in the 
lights, but instead it keeps the lights on." 

University of Central Florida profes- 
sor emeritus of music Dr. Mary Palmer 
has been making a difference and giving 
back to the arts through her organization, 
Mary Palmer fa Associates, LLC, which 
offers Connect with Music and Through 
the Arts programs and A m  for a Complete 
Education/Florida Alliance For Arts 
Education. Both groups Focus on provid- 
ing children with an an foundation. 

"I believe that the arts can transform 
schools and communities by engaging 
students in learning, with the emphasis of 
a high-quality arts education program thai 
includes an arts integration aspect in the 
general curriculum," says Palmer. 

Design Studio Orlando owner and 
artist Audrey Phiilips has donated her an- 
work. mentored art students and has 
educated the community through the 
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assistance of her visual arts for the past 
six years. In October 2007, Phillips 
showcased her ariwork in an exhibit 
titled Safe Spaces at the Gallery on First 
in Sanlard. This provided the public 
with a perception of an artist's mind and 

Phillips feels getting her a n  message 
across is important. "T consider myself an 
arts>evarig& ht!3 always spreading the 
word about how an is a vital part of the 
equation for a, healthy community. I see 
art as an indispensable piece of the 

T h e y  get & warm and fuzzy fwling from knowing that they're 
contrtbutfng to a gna t  quality of life. The donations don't get 
puplams ~ i m x  In ttr llqhtx, but lastead l't kMpÃ thÃ llghti on." - Margot Hi Knight P m U w t  K CEO of Unttwl Arts 

how emotions are unveiled and trans- economicand cultural health ofourcom- 
formed into art, The display also pro- munity, just as the bumble bee is a criti- 
vided the attendees with a chance to cal ingredient in the ecological 
interact with her art and to express them- equation. Without it, we don't thrive." 
selves by composing thoughts and reac- Central Florida arts advocate and 
tions on a wall. local land-use at~orney Hal H. Kantor has 
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