
BRAVE NEW WORLD 
This month we profile two unique and inspirational pioneers doing it their way:  

Skin’s Susan Beischel and local eco-warrior Nadya Hutagalung.
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We get inspired with Skin founder Susan Beischel.  
By  Katya Foreman 

skin deep
more than
so much
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usan Beischel, founder 
of new york-based clothing label Skin, is 
all about practising what she preaches, as 
someone who lives and breathes the healthy 
living philosophy that her brand embodies. Skin 
started out in 2003 as a luxury loungewear line 
and has since grown to encompass ready-to-
wear, offering purist, second-skin day-to-night 
wardrobe essentials designed to be layered 
up. “When I launched Skin, I knew I wanted to 
speak about a way of living, not just a way of 
dressing. I created the tag line ‘addressing the 
body,’ which resonates so deeply with me,” 
says the designer. “My goal is to affect the 
whole, to address the spirit and the physical 
body through the brand.”

Beischel favours pure fabrics, made from 
superfine cotton and alpaca yarn, say, and uses 
low impact dyes. around 60 percent of Skin’s 
collections are made using organically grown 
cotton. The brand’s lines are produced in a 
network of small factories in Peru practising 
ethical wage and Fairtrade policies. 

Beischel’s design edge hails from her 
years of experience in fashion retail. Prior to 
founding Skin, she was a buyer and national 
manager for ultimo in Chicago, where in 1994 
she opened the first freestanding Jil Sander 
store in america.

The designer’s cool and, above all, 
comfortable creations have made their way 
into the wardrobes of a number of high profile 
powerful women, including Oprah, angelina 
Jolie, Carine roitfeld, Sarah Jessica Parker and 
Halle Berry.

Highlights from Skin’s S/S13 collection 
include draped shawl collar wraps, a two-tone 
flame jersey caban, and a wrap that can be 
worn as a robe, sweater or jacket depending 
on the occasion. The brand also houses 
organic cotton underwear and sportswear 
collections. 

I grew up in a small town (1,300 people) 
in Midwest america. My roots are in the earth, 
but my branches reach for the sun. I have 
always been an adventurer…I know that is 
why I chose to be in fashion, as it offers such 
diverse experiences (full of numbers, people, 
creativity, art, ideas, travel). 

Luxury with a conscience is what I do…
For me, luxury is synonymous with ethical 
conscience and one should not have to 
make a choice between the two. People are 
able to access and receive more information 
these days and are realizing certain truths 
for themselves. They are matching up this 
information with the magnet of their own 
moral compass.  So yes, I think people have 
greater compassion and understanding for the 
outcomes of their choices now.

I was always an entrepreneur, since 
the age of 6 when I designed, marketed 
and produced my own back yard carnival! I 
actually sold chances to win a pet field mouse 
successfully!!! LOL! 

My advice to designers starting out 
is: Create a point of differentiation, focus on 
product, and find a buyer.  

I choose to live simply so I can fill up with 
ideas, excitement and wonder. I need to have 
clothes that multi-task, that I wear to do yoga 
and pilates in the morning and then go straight 
to work in, conduct meetings, meet customers 
and press, and then go out with friends in the 
evening.  On the weekends, I like to go to the 
ocean or the country to relax. I have always 
been an athlete- since the first boy chased me 
home from school in third grade! I love moving 
and climbing, yoga, pilates and dance, and I 
need to mix it up all the time. 

I eat mostly organic food when I can, but 
I doubt I will ever stop loving extra crunchy 
French fries! My beauty products and home 
cleaning products are definitely all non-toxic 
and organic as well.  

I admire Patagonia for their ecological 
production standards, and their corporate 
values. From a pure design and artistic value, I 
admire anne Demeulemeester.

If I want to click off, I always prefer being 
outdoors. I like small events, with a few friends, 
cooking dinner, setting a beautiful table. Even 
if it’s a table on a blanket in the sand, I’ll always 
find a way to decorate it!

I always say "design a life that you 
don't need to escape from," and I love 
the area surrounding new york as it offers so 

much. For deep relaxation 
I seek the sun and the 
beach. I have my secret 
hideaway in St. Barts, 
and also my yogi friends in Costa rica.  

Things that make me happy — the 
warmth of the sun, a furry animal, a tight hug, 
and sleeping in my own bed.

My beauty routine starts with my 
food...a lot of greens and organic whole foods 
as much as possible.  I also use only organic, 
non-toxic body products, hair care, face 
cleansers, moisturizers and gorgeous naturally 
scented balms and oils. I buy products from 
people I know, or small brands that control the 
authenticity of the ingredients.

I admire people who are authentic 
and don’t apologize for it.  I admire busy 
people, who juggle careers and family, yet 
who still smile and laugh and take time for 
kindness.  But I most admire and am grateful to 
my parents whom I’ve never heard say a bad 
word about anyone. It’s true! They gave me 
that foundation to be comfortable with myself, 
which is probably from where I grew this 
desire to pass that feeling on to others.  

“my goal is to affect the 
whole, to address the 

spirit and the physical 
body through the brand.”


