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This workshop is not what you think it is. It’s not about how you can fit into the system. It’s 
about what you want to do in the world of media and provides you with the understanding of 
how to pursue it successfully and on your own terms.

This one-week workshop is for new and experienced producers, directors, writers, and 
filmmakers who want to understand the business and deal-making process by which films and 
other intellectual media properties are optioned, marketed, promoted, and successfully distributed.
 
Every step of the way is vital because independent filmmakers must compete with not only 
the major studios but anyone else who is trying to get the world’s attention. 

The workshop covers programming, genre, product development, budgeting, negotiating 
techniques, deal structures, pitching, casting, packaging, markets, sales outlets, and financing. 

The course examines various case studies, screens selected films, and develops a highly tailored 
approach for workshop participants in the positioning, marketing, financing, or selling of their 
own ideas or film projects. 

Participants will benefit greatly if they bring in their film project, a media business plan, or 
their career strategy. Throughout the week students will focus on their own goals and prepare 
to leave the workshop with a personal action plan with which to hit the ground running.

{              }THE WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION:



The workshop is far deeper than what’s in the description. Basically – 
you will be empowered. You will – perhaps for the first time – take  
a serious look at what your career is all about, what you want to  
produce, what you want to say to the world, and the legacy you want 
to leave behind. Big questions will be asked. How do we balance  
our work and our lives?
 
This workshop is not about me. It’s about you. I shall use all the powers 
at hand to serve and assist you to realize your dreams.

The workshop promises to be a rare and precious time where a small 
group of us can take a week to really get at and explore what it  
means to be a filmmaker in today’s world. I promise you, this ain’t no 
bog-standard film course. I’ve led workshops in Rockport before  
and I know what to expect – something extraordinary happens here. 
The exquisite setting in Maine, the informal meals together, and  
the life-long friendships and connections that you will make with 
other participants will be well worth the price of admission. I’m very 
busy, so I am giving only one workshop this year in the U. S. Many 
people will want to attend but space is limited to the first 14 sign-ups, 
so please book early.”

{         }  MICHAEL WIESE SAYS:

Michael has presented 
his seminars in 15 cities 
throughout the U. S.  
as well as in England, 
Ireland, Canada, Germany, 
France (Cannes), Australia, 
Finland, Malaysia, and 
Indonesia. 

Clients include The  
American Film Institute, 
The British Film  
Institute, Eastman Kodak, 
ITVA, The Independent 
Feature Project, BBC, and 
Maine Media Workshops.

“



{              }WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT  
MICHAEL’S WORK:

Independent Filmmaking with Michael Wiese is like taking the MW Publishing library, handing 
it to a Zen master and absorbing the information in a supportive, thorough, and enlightening 
experience. The workshop takes the media producer from concept, through the maze of the 
business process, to final plan of action. A must for anyone planning a film, documentary, or any 
other media production.
      — Robert Nulph, filmmaker and educator

I can honestly say that I learned more about the industry and the business of filmmaking 
through Michael’s workshop than I had through my entire time in film school. Through what 
I learned, I am now participating at the Cannes Film Market in preparation to produce and 
direct my first feature-length film. I credit the Independent Filmmaking workshop as the most 
influential educational experience I’ve had in filmmaking.

      — Jesse Barrett-Mills, filmmaker 

Michael is a warm, vibrant, engaging man. He conducted the day with professionalism and 
humor – obviously very skilled in working with groups and drawing out what people really 
want to say about their projects and themselves. It was fascinating observing how people pitched 
and seeing how Michael fed it back to them. I’m sure many good, creative things will come 
out of it. 
      — Jill Greenacre, actress 

Indie Filmmaking covers the creative and financial perspectives for manifesting independent 
communication projects. This class delves deep into conceptualizing and envisioning to the real 
practicalities needed for reaching audiences. The support and encouragement from Michael and 
fellow students is inspiring, motivating, and brilliant.

      — Michael Gulnac, editor/cinematographer



Michael made the workshop work in such a way that every single person went home with a mind 
singing with ideas, revitalised with enthusiasm and excitement – and with a whole gang of new 
friends and collaborators. Ask anyone who attended: time with Michael could change your life too.

      — Colin Rogers, executive producer

Michael’s seminar was inspirational – he really can bring out the best in a group – create an 
atmosphere of confidence and cooperation. The need for a forum where we can meet together 
is essential. Michael Wiese puts ‘international’ into ‘local’ and carries us with him.

      — Stephanie Yates, South West Screen 

Good to see so many people in the room who want to make films. Even better to talk to them 
and find potential support and cooperation. At least half a dozen people have offered me practical 
help in realizing my project.
      —  John MacNeill, director, actor 

Michael is a wealth of knowledge, insight, and inspiration. Michael has always led me to a greater 
understanding of the filmmaking process. His insights are amazing, his knowledge is deep and 
valuable, and his passion and persistence always inspire the rest of us to overcome the constant flow 
of obstacles. I highly recommend Michael as a participant and ally in any project.

      —  Mark W. Travis, director, author,  
Directing Feature Films 

Michael is an inspiring speaker whose engaging style prompts new collaborations and enthusiasm.

      —  Pippa Best, director, Cornwall Film Fund 

Michael Wiese is one of those rare breed of seminar providers. He’s a practitioner as well. With 
hours and hours of incredibly useful antidotes and insider tips, Michael left us all breathless and 
inspired.
      —  Elliot Grove, director and founder,  

Raindance Film Festival (London) 

Michael helped us quite a lot in the early years of PBS Home Video. Michael’s imagination, 
creativity, and wise counsel helped us design several of our cornerstone releases and helped 
build a brand-new market.
      —  Al Cattabiani, co-founder/CEO, Wellspring Media 

(sold to The Weinstein Co.)

This course takes the wisdom and knowledge of Michael Wiese’s career and applies it to the 
goals of young filmmakers. It fills in all the practical holes around, before, and after making a 
feature film or documentary.
 
      —  Dave Sharkey, producer



I’ve known Michael for more than 25 years and worked with him on various projects throughout 
that time span. His creativity and insight as a producer and promoter never failed to energize his 
support team in untold ways. His name connected with a project always brings an enthusiastic 
response from my staff because we know newsworthiness and originality will be the hallmarks 
of our campaign on his behalf.
      —  Joseph Dera, CEO, Dera, Roslan, Campion 
 (Publicist for Paul McCartney, etc.)

Michael Wiese has been dedicated to furthering the art and science of filmmaking for over 
four decades. He continues to see the unique side of the story and to tell it extremely well. In 
addition to making his art, he has mentored and encouraged hundreds of other film and video 
artists. If you have a chance to be involved in a project, or to consult with Michael, and you 
don’t grasp that opportunity – then you will have missed a valuable connection. Get to know 
Michael Wiese.
      —  P. LaBarbera creative director/concept developer

Michael is a hard-working book publisher and filmmaker with a sense of ethics. He offers 
creative artists a variety of opportunities to express themselves and his company supports their 
work through long-range global efforts. If you have a great idea for a project dealing with film, 
video, or new media I recommend that you send him a proposal.  

      —  Marcie Begleiter, author, From Word to Image

Michael was very down to earth, not the typical producer attitude I expected.

      — New York City attendee 

Most valuable for me was Wiese’s sense of humor, positive attitude, and inspiration. Great stuff!   

      —  Roger R. Summerhayes, New York City 

Best money I’ve spent. Twenty-five years of knowledge in hours. 

      —  Susan Chiafullo, New York City

Michael Wiese’s Indie Filmmaking class challenges you to find the deeper meaning behind your 
passion project. Once armed with that invaluable knowledge he leads you through the labyrinth 
of information from financing, to marketing, to distribution. The mystery of “Okay, I’ve got this 
great idea, now what?” is masterfully uncovered by this hands-on, dynamic, engaging course.  
You leave with reignited passion and a solid plan to make it happen.

      —  Rachell Shapiro, producer/writer



{              }ABOUT THE PRESENTER:   
MICHAEL WIESE

> His career spans over 35 years of film, television, home video, and book publishing.    

>  As an independent filmmaker in the ’60s and ’70s he produced many award-winning films including 
the popular, high-grossing short film Hardware Wars (George Lucas’ favorite parody of “Star Wars”).  
(A $7000 investment yielded $1 million in revenues)

>  Producer-director of the PBS-TV special, Dolphin, which sold to 35 countries around the world.

>  Oversaw the production of 18 gubernatorial and senatorial television campaigns each involving 12 radio and 
12 television spots.

>  Former Vice President of Original Programming for Vestron Video, once America’s largest independent 
home video and theatrical film distributor with 500 employees in 17 countries.  

>  Developed, produced, and/or acquired 200 video programs with sales exceeding $100 million in less 
than 4 years.

>  Developed a successful comedy video line with programs from Robin Williams, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Bette Midler, Richard Pryor, Billy Crystal, and more.

>  Launched the best-selling National Geographic, Smithsonian, Audubon, NOVA and PBS home video lines.

>  Producer and/or director credits also Hardware Wars, Dolphin, Shirley MacLaine’s Inner Workout, The Beach Boys: 
An American Band, The Sacred Sites of the Dalai Lamas, The Shaman and Ayahuasca, and more. 

>  Consultant to National Geographic, Hanna Barbera, King World Television, Republic Pictures, PBS, PBS 
Home Video, KCET, WNET, Escapi AG, Deepak Chopra, M. D., and many others.

>  Executive produced a series of documentaries for PBS that included the award-winning Diet For A New America.

>  Launched MWP, a media company that is now the premiere publisher of over 130 ‘how-to’ filmmaking 
books with worldwide distribution. The books are used in more than 600 film courses and by professionals 
around the world. (Start up cost $3000.)

> Attends Cannes, Berlin, AFM, London Book Fair, Frankfurt Book Fair, etc.

>  Currently lives with his family in England where he “virtually” manages publishing and production offices 
in Seattle and Los Angeles. 



{              }WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

>  Writers, directors, producers, actors, camera persons, composers, web 
streamers, media makers, broadcasters, investors, students, etc.

>  Anyone with a skill, service, or media product that they are passionate 
about from which they want to earn their livelihood.

  WHAT WILL I GET OUT OF IT?
>  You will reinvigorate your career, your contacts, and your ability to 

get it done. You may also find the resources you need for your next 
project. Moreover, you will leave with a clear action plan of what you 
need to do next to accomplish your goals.

  TUITION: $1095

  REGISTRATION & INFORMATION
   877-577-7700 Ext. 303  >   Kerry Curren
   registration@theworkshops.com
   www.theworkshops.com
 

   Should you have any questions Michael will be delighted to respond.   
   Michael Wiese  mw@mwp.com  www.mwp.com


