
They’re going to keep things
small and simple, Heather Fair

insists. 
“We’re going backward. We don’t

want to be big again. We want to go
back to having fun,” she says, sitting in
her modest-sized apothecary. 

Tuscan Farm Gardens Two will
be a healthy, happy, earthy place but
it is definitely not going to replicate
the original property that Heather
and Arleigh Fair sold last year.

That 80-acre property in
Langley, which the Fairs bought 12
years ago because they had “an
incredible urge to play in the dirt”,
somehow grew into a multi-faceted
family business that included a laven-
der and Echinacea farm, a rambling
park with themed gardens and
woodland trails, a bed and breakfast
retreat, a production facility, an

apothecary and a bistro. 
“Every aspect of it was fun, it

was just too many things, the sum of
the whole,” Heather said. “We would-
n’t have traded those 12 years for
anything. All of us felt that way. There
are so many people who have
helped us grow. Our customers are
dear to us.” 

Retirement wasn’t seriously con-
sidered. Been there, done that. When
Arleigh retired at age 48 he and
Heather enjoyed living in a pent-
house overlooking False Creek. They
walked, they talked, they kayaked,
they cycled, they shopped. They also
got bored and decided they wanted
“a house and little garden” in Langley.

“What we want now is what we
retired for in the first place, but we
like people; people are stimulating,”
Heather said. “We’re looking forward

to building again. At this point both of
us don’t want to work forever, but we
want to do something. I have anoth-
er garden in me and so does Arleigh.” 

They purchased a 14-acre
meadow located on historic Hudson
Bay farmland. The house on the
property “hadn’t been hugged in 30
years” and they initially planned to
tear it down, but ended up fixing it up
instead – renovating the upstairs for
caretakers, completely gutting the
basement and filling in the carport to
create a production facility, offices,
storage and an apothecary. They will
start construction on a new farm-
house in the spring.

They plan to keep the garden
simple because of the lay of the land,
planting wildflowers and native plants
behind the new house. Hundreds of
ornamental grasses and perennials
have been planted in curving beds
along the driveway. The medicinal
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the new apothecary.
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garden will have paths to stroll amongst healing
plants such as Echinacea, lavender and calendula and
a fragrant rose garden with a fountain. It will be “a lit-
tle bit informal in a formal formation,” says Heather. “I
don’t want it contrived. I want to bring in the birds and
the bees and butterflies, the flora and fauna. We want
that kind of inviting atmosphere here.” 

The Fairs hope that the spirit of the original
Tuscan farm Gardens – that feeling of peace and
well-being – will live on in the sweet-smelling, sooth-
ing products they are producing at the new location.
Until their own crops are established they are harvest-
ing crops from the original location, which is now a
private family estate. 

All of Tuscan Farms’ body products are still pro-
duced from hand-harvested, organic plants and
made in small batches with pure essential oils and
natural preservatives. All of the products are multi-
purpose: for example, the new Echinacea lip balm
can also be used to soothe bug bites, itches and bee
stings, while the lavender version can be used for
chapped lips, rough elbows and tough cuticles. 

Most importantly, says Heather, is that the prod-
ucts are effective, but gentle. “The gardener’s soap is
strong enough to work for grimy hands but gentle
enough for a baby.”

How the garden grows remains to be seen.
Arleigh, not accustomed to thinking small, has already

planted 175 cedar trees on the perimeter and exca-
vated a small lake. Heather allowed a charming gaze-
bo to be built by the lake, but no bridge thus far. 

“I made him promise that he won’t go crazy. We
want to keep busy, as long as we can keep it small.
I’m going to have to remind Arleigh of that.” 

Like its predecessor, the new Tuscan Farm
Gardens is still about la dolce vita. 

“People were happy when they visited the farm.
We loved it,” Heather said. “That’s what we want again.” 

Tuscan Farm Gardens is located at 22317 64
Ave. in Langley. The apothecary shop is open Friday
and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Information: 
604-530-1997, www.tuscanfarmgardens.com    n

Come visit our beautiful boutique for the special children
in your life.  You’re sure to find little sizes but big style for
boys and girls (sizes 2 through 16).  We specialize in unique
fashions – both designer/high fashion and quality
traditional brands.  Check out our ever-growing shoe
selection for fashion or school uniforms.  For holiday gift
giving, we have super soft matching robes for moms and
daughters.  Holiday gift giving is made easy with jewelry,
accessories, books, art and much more!

Surprise the child in your life with a gift that will make their
eyes sparkle!

Boutique Holiday Hours
Monday to Wednesday & Saturday 9:30am – 530pm

Thursday & Friday 9:30am – 8:00pm
Sunday 11:00am –5:00pm

Boxing Day Sale
1 day only – December 26

9:30am – 5:30pm

#105 15388-24th Avenue – South Surrey
across from Peninsula Village – parking behind accessed

by 153rd & 154th Streets – Phone: 604 535-8398

Here’s a peek at some of the brands that we carry:
Quiksilver • Roxy • Juicy Couture • Skechers • Lipstik

English Roses • Tea • Wonderboy • Michael Kors • April Cornell
Blu • Kenzie • Deux par Deux • Le Pink Esprit

Point Zero • Wes & Wily • Charlie Rocket • Junkfood
Widgeon • Monster • Flowers by Zoe • Pazitos • Tru Luz

Little Mass • and many more!
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